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limited to 75 percent of the total eligible
costs.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Letter to Governor Edwin W.
Edwards on Disaster Assistance for
Louisiana
February 2, 1993

Dear Governor Edwards:
As requested, I have declared a major dis-

aster under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (the
Stafford Act) for the State of Louisiana due
to damage resulting from severe storms and
flooding on January 20 through January 25,
1993. I have authorized Federal relief and
recovery assistance in the affected area.

Individual Assistance will be provided.
Public Assistance may be added at a later
date, if requested and warranted. Consistent
with the requirement that Federal assistance
be supplemental, any Federal funds provided
under the Stafford Act for Public Assistance
will be limited to 75 percent of the total eligi-
ble costs in the designated areas.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (‘‘FEMA’’) will coordinate Federal
assistance efforts and designate specific areas
eligible for such assistance. The Federal Co-
ordinating Officer will be Mr. Leland R. Wil-
son of FEMA. He will consult with you and
assist in the execution of the FEMA-State
Disaster Assistance Agreement governing the
expenditure of Federal Funds.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Nomination of Deputy Secretary and
Assistant Secretaries of Housing and
Urban Development

February 2, 1993

The President today nominated four rec-
ognized leaders in the housing field to work
with Secretary Henry Cisneros as top officials
at the Department of Housing and Urban
Development. The nominees for Deputy
Secretary and three Assistant Secretary posi-
tions are recognized and experienced leaders
in the housing field.

As Deputy Secretary, President Clinton
nominated Terry Duvernay, executive direc-
tor of the Georgia Housing and Finance Au-
thority, and HUD Chief of Staff under Sec-
retary Moon Landrieu. Also nominated were
Andrew Cuomo, the founder and president
of an innovative and successful New York
area housing organization, to be Assistant
Secretary for Community Planning and De-
velopment; San Francisco Board of Super-
visors member Roberta Achtenberg, to be
Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and
Equal Opportunity; and Jean Nolan, for-
merly director of communications for The
Enterprise Foundation, a national foundation
that works to provide housing for low-income
people, to be Assistant Secretary for Public
Affairs.

‘‘I am committed,’’ said the President, ‘‘as
is Secretary Cisneros, to turning the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development
into a center for action and a home for inno-
vation. Terry Duvernay, Andrew Cuomo, Ro-
berta Achtenberg, and Jean Nolan have a big
task ahead of them—rebuilding housing op-
portunity for all Americans and repairing the
torn fabric of our nation’s urban commu-
nities. These four outstanding individuals
have the experience, the knowledge, and the
ability to make that happen. They will be an
essential part of my team.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were attached
to the press release.
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Remarks to Employees of the Office
of Management and Budget
February 3, 1993

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
Mr. Panetta, Ms. Rivlin, ladies and gentle-
men. I’m really sorry to know that the Vice
President has a lavish office in this building.
If it gets any hotter over at the White House
he may want to occupy it. [Laughter]

I want to tell you how very proud I am
to be here today, how grateful I am for the
enormous amount of work I know all of you
have been doing because of the tight time-
tables we have set on ourselves leading up
to the February 17th address to Congress.
Nobody in this country is working any harder
than you are to give the promises I made
to the American people a chance to take life.
And I just wanted to come by here today
and say a simple thank you.

For years politicians have run for Presi-
dent and Governor and other offices by run-
ning against the Government. And to be sure,
there is a lot to run against; there is a lot
which needs to be changed. There are people
here in this room today who know more spe-
cifically about what needs to be changed than
those of us who give speeches about it. But
I think it is terribly important, in the midst
of all that rhetoric, not to forget that behind
that Government that needs to be changed
there are people that have decided to give
their lives to the interest of the United States
and its citizens. And they deserve to be hon-
ored. And I do appreciate that.

I wanted to tell you today a little bit about
why I think I got elected to this job and what
I hope, together, we can do, and most impor-
tantly, what’s behind the enormous and in-
creasingly complex challenges facing this
country.

Let me begin by relating a simple experi-
ence I had a few months ago, which affected
me deeply, involving a man named Benjamin
Edwards, a 52-year-old man who lived in
Philadelphia. The night of the first Presi-
dential debate, he had a viewing party at his
house, but it was a highly unusual viewing
party. He was out of work, and his electricity
had been turned off because he couldn’t pay
the bills. So his neighbors brought over tele-
vision sets and lamps and ran extension cords

from a nearby apartment because that’s the
only way they could watch it. About 100 of
them did. And the next day Benjamin Ed-
wards took a bus 15 miles to attend one of
our campaign rallies. As I came down the
line, he grabbed my hand and told me to
win the election because he had to have a
job. I told him that if I won the election I’d
try to get him a job. Well, he’s got a job now
because he became somewhat famous as a
result of this incident. [Laughter]

But there are millions and millions of other
Americans who still don’t. I read an article
yesterday in the paper about another unem-
ployed person who had voted for me who
had only gotten a form response from the
White House. And I told somebody today to
pick up the phone and call him and talk to
him and try to make him feel connected to
his Government again.

I say this to reiterate something that I
think most of you already know, but it’s easy
to forget here working in the splendid isola-
tion of the Capital City. Budgets are not
about numbers; they’re about people. They
mean jobs and health care, education or
training. We can’t ever afford to let our peo-
ple get lost in a blizzard of statistics.

Since the election we’ve learned even
more about the difficulty of the budgets and
the difficulty of putting together an economic
program that puts people to work in the short
run and deals with the long-term problems
of this economy.

Just today we got the news about the eco-
nomic indicators for the month of December
being the best in 10 years; and yet the dis-
turbing prospect that a lot of new jobs are
not being created. How could this be so?
Well, partly because there’s been no inflation
in the economy and interest rates have been
down for some while; people are now begin-
ning to refinance their home, debts, or buy
and sell new homes. So that generates a lot
of economic activity. And partly because we
have an inordinate number of companies in
our free enterprise system who have gotten
more and more productive and therefore
earning more money. The problem is that
a lot of them are doing what we need to do,
which is to gradually downsize. A lot of them
are not hiring new people, even though their
incomes are going way up.
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